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March 17, 1893 


The Superintendent, U. S. Mint, 

Philadelphia, Pa* 

Sir: 

Inclosed herewith I send you a c omnunication from Mr. B. H. 

i 

Collins relative to the genuineness of a silver dollar of 1804 
which has been sent you by express to-day. 


Will you please have the coin examined and reported on and 
return it to me promptly without injury. 
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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 180 


[Abstract:] Sends communication form Mr. B.H. Collins relative to genuine - rep of Silver dollar 
of 1804. 

Treasury Department, 

Bureau of the Mint, 

Washington, D.C., 

March 17, 1893 

The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: 


Enclosed herewith I send you a communication from Mr. B.H. Collins relative to the 
genuineness of a silver dollar of 1804 which has been sent you by express to-day. 

Will you please have the coin examined and reported on and return it to me promptly 
without injury. 

Very respectfully, 

E.O. Leech 
Director. 

[Handwritten note at bottom:] 

Mr. Collins’ letter to D.M. returned. C. 

[Enclosed Letter:] 

[Abstract:] Mr. McClure, Curator, decides that the Collins dollar is not a genuine 1804 strike. 

Mr. Collins dollar of 1804 was not struck from the same die as the Mint specimen. There 
are a number of differences. On the genuine, the upper star on right points to a little below the 
top of the Y in “Liberty” on Mr. Collins it points exactly to the top of the Y. On the genuine, the 
“1” in the date touches the curl of the hair, on Mr. Collins it does not. 

The distance between the lower star on the left and the hair on Mr. Collins is double that 
of the genuine. And the same difference on the upper star and “L” in “Liberty” occurs. Mr. 
Collins dollar is doubtless an alteration of one of the many “varieties” of following dates 1800, 
1801, 1802, or 1803. We do not possess the duplicate of it as we did of Mr. Mortons. 

The working dies in those days do not appear to have been worked from one hub, as now; 
and therefore were in some degree worked up independently of each other; hence many 
differences appear. 



